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COVID-19 in Hong Kong

Source: https://chp-dashboard.geodata.gov.hk/covid-19/en.html

3rd Wave

2nd Wave

https://chp-dashboard.geodata.gov.hk/covid-19/en.html


COVID-19 & Nursing Homes

• Old Age Homes

• Group living environment

• Residents are usually very frail, with multiple 
medical conditions than need frequent 
medical attention.

• Lessons from SARS in 2003: 

• The chance of infection is 5 times higher 
than the general public. 

• Once infected, they were more likely to 
be admitted to intensive care unit and 
more likely to be put on mechanical 
ventilator. 

• About79% of those infected were killed 
by the SARS virus.

• 81% infected residents acquired the SARS 
in hospitals.



International experience

Source: Comas-Herrera A, et al. (2020) Mortality associated with COVID-19 outbreaks in care homes: early international evidence. 

Article in LTCcovid.org, International Long-Term Care Policy Network, CPEC-LSE, 26 June 2020. 



International experience





The Challenges

• Prevention is important

• Stopped all visitations.

• Stopped non-essential medical 

appointment. 

• Strict hygiene practice (face 

mask; hand hygiene practice, 

etc.)

• Social isolation. 

• Challenges: 

• Person with dementia 

deteriorated with social 

isolation and lack of stimulating 

activities.

• End of live care in care home. 

• Staff shortage.



Recommendations from the WHO





Organization and planning



Safe and healthy work environment



Equipment and supplies



Training and education



Training and education



Communication
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